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  The Bowmanville neighborhood is bordered by Foster, Rosehill Cemetery, Ravenswood and Western.  
                      Visit our website at www.bcochicago.org. 

Who’s Who in the BCO 

OFFICERS 

Mona Yaeger 
president@BCOChicago.org  
 

Jeff Graves 
VP@BCOChicago.org  

 

Alysia Kinsella 
secy@BCOChicago.org  

 

Craig Hanenburg 

treasurer@BCOChicago.org  
 

Beth Emperor 

Joan Frausto-Majer 

Ron Galant 

Amy Gawura 

Magen Hanrahan 

Zach Markin 

Donna Martin 

Colleen Scroll 

Ann Scholhamer 

David Schuette 

Scott Smith  

Suzanne Tenney 
 

COMMITTEES 
Newsletter 
news@bcochicago.org  
 

Gardening 
gardening@bcochicago.org 

 

Events 
Events@bcochicago.org 

 

Membership 
membership@bcochicago.org  
 

Planning 
planning@bcochicago.org    

 

Communications 
comm@bcochicago.org  
 

GreenSpace 
greenspace@bcochicago.org  

 

Public Art 
publicart@bcochicago.org 
 
Follow us on social media!  
 

facebook.com/
BCOChicago 
 

instagram.com/
bcochicago 

 

twitter.com/
BCOChicago 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Jumping into Fall 

Well summer has ended, and cooler temps have 
taken over. As we head toward the end of the 
year, I hope that everyone had a great summer. 
It was so fun to see everyone outdoors, holding 
block parties throughout the community as well 
as seeing kids playing outside on a daily basis.  

The BCO Summer Social was held in August at a 
new spot in the community, over at the Gate-
way Garden along Ravenswood. It was great to 
see so many new faces, new families and lots of 
kids. Thank you to Sean Mullen for hosting the 
kid’s activities and to the residents of the condo 
on Ravenswood who allowed us to use their 
electricity for the bands and water for the bal-
loon toss and unicorn sprinkler. ATK Taco sold 
their yummy BBQ ribs and brisket, we had free 
ice cream from Pauline’s, and sold beer from 
our friends at Half Acre and Spiteful. Check out 
the photos on pages 8 and 9. 

BCO Open Community Meeting 

On October 16, we held our Fall Open Commu-
nity Meeting in the GreenSpace on Bowmanville 
Ave. The BCO Board holds two Open Communi-
ty Meetings each year, one in March and the 
other in October. We were lucky to have a sun-
ny but cool day to host this event. We had U.S. 
Congressman Mike Quigley and Illinois State 
Senator Mike Simmons join us to give an over-
view of what has been happening in Washing-
ton and Springfield.  

Also, the Planning and Development Committee 
Chair Jeff Graves gave an overview what our 
new neighbors, CFAN (Christian Followship for 
All Nations), plan to do with the four acres 
along Bowmanville Avenue they bought from 
Rosehill Cemetery. Jeff’s article on page 4 pre-
sents their plan. The BCO has been in contact 
with the CFAN Board for a while, and some of 
their members stopped by at our Summer So-
cial. They want to be good neighbors and get 
involved as much as they can with our commu-
nity. We will invite church members to attend 
our Spring Open Meeting in March 2022.  

 

GreenSpace Expansion 

During the Open Community meeting, we 
brought up the unsold, empty green space that 
is between our lot line and the lot line of CFAN 
property; currently it’s still for sale by Rosehill. 
We threw out the idea of seeing what it would 
take make this space a part of current Green-
Space footprint. We have just started the pro-
cess of having our garden partner, Neighbor-
Space officially take over “ownership” of the 
GreenSpace from the City of Chicago. Based on 
this, we think we would like to see how our 
community feels about adding to it.  

So, what does that mean? Well, there are many 
things we would need to look into, but one of 
the first is to get a feel of what the residents of 
Bowmanville would like us to do: (a) Buy the 
land in partnership with NeighborSpace, or (b)
Let it be and run the risk of Rosehill selling it or 
fencing it off — which would mean that no one 
could use the space, because it really belongs to 
the cemetery. 

If the community is interested in adding this 
space to our current footprint, we will look into 
what that would entail from a financial stand-
point. In the near future, look for a survey from 
us as we seek to get a feel of what all of you 
would want.  

2022 Events 

We are hoping that next year, all of your favor-
ite summer BCO events, including pouring beer 
at Andersonville’s Midsommerfest (fingers 
crossed), will be back in full swing. With that 
said, we are looking for a few people to help us 
with planning and running the BCO Garden 
Walk or any of our other events. If you are in-
terested in volunteering, please send an email 
membership@bcochicago.org or to me at presi-
dent@bcochicago.org.  

Until then, I’ll see you around the neighbor-
hood. 

Mona 
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MEET YOUR  BOWMANVILLE SMALL  BUSINESS 

Morpho Gallery, A Creative Business on Daman Ave 

We are pleased to welcome our newest BCO Business 
Member, David Leigh, owner of Morpho Gallery at 5216 N. 
Damen Ave. We invite you to check out his shop.  

Please tell us about the history of your business: I took 
a hiatus from my full-time culinary career to pursue addi-
tional creative outlets. The result is a space that’s part re-
tail business, part studio, and part creative garden. In June 
2004, I opened Morpho Gallery in a storefront in Bowman-
ville. Afterwards, we added vintage stereo and records to 
our inventory. In 2020 we went full-time to records, since 
art exhibitions are on hold because of COVID. We buy rec-
ords and stereo gear, offering minor repairs as well as eval-
uations for large collections of vinyl.  

What motivated you to have your business in/near Bow-
manville? I found the shops on the block where 
I have been since 2004 completely abandoned and had the 
idea of bringing in all art-related businesses. At one point 
we did, and even though things have changed, it’s still 
quite a tight-knit block.  

What should the community know about your services/
products? Upon entering the gallery, Morpho’s multifari-
ous spirit immediately pops. Every inch of the space is 
brimming with art, and classic rock plays in the back-
ground. Morpho shows have included various media — 
etchings, small sculptures, framed architectural drawings, 
paintings, mobiles, and jewelry. The artwork even bubbles 
onto the sidewalk in front of the gallery. The garden func-
tions as a raw green space filled with oddities, some anon-
ymously placed by passersby — an ever-evolving project 
that now encompasses the vinyl record craze.  

Since 2012 we have offered over 2,000 titles in stock, as 
well as new reissued records from newer artists such as 
Daft Punk, Jane’s Addiction, and Tame Impala. 
Our art collection includes Henri Toulouse-Lautrec litho-
graphs, J.J. Granville illustrations, Le Rire covers, and even 
botanical prints. Exhibiting artists at Morpho include Ste-
ven Hazard, David Alan Sisk, and Elizabeth Ockwell, all 
artists who share our philosophy of form. In addition to 

exhibiting mid-career artists, Morpho Gallery provides a 
rich program of special events and is host to the annual 
“Emerging Artist’s Month” that allows less well-known 
artists to display their work.  

How would you like to engage with the BCO and our com-
munity? Other events at Morpho include wine tastings, 
glass blowing demonstrations, fashion shows, and live mu-
sic performances. Check out our website for more infor-
mation. We would love to have you visit!  

You can get in contact with David at morphogal-
lery@gmail.com or www.morphogallery.com or on Face-
book: www.facebook.com/DavesClassicandRareLPs 

        morphogallery@gmail.com 

          fri and sat 1-6 

5216 north damen      www.discogs.com/user/morphogallery 

    chicago 60625        773.551.4850 

now open every friday and saturday  

1-6pm inside morpho gallery 

from ABBA to ZZ Top 

classic rock, jazz, blues, folk 

http://www.bcochicago.org
about:blank
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 Let’s Welcome the LeGrand Family! 
Hello Bowmanville!  

My husband, daughter, pup and I moved to the 1900 block of 
Farragut this past month, and we have enjoyed exploring all 
the new (for us) nooks, shops and restaurants in the area.  

Although we were in  Horner park until just recently, we’ve 
spent years hanging out in Bowmanville because our aunt, uncle 
and cousins live here. Now they are only two blocks away from 
us, making this neighborhood quickly feel like home. Also, we’ve 
been taking  advantage of BCO’s annual garage sale for years, 
and we know how much fun Bowmanville block parties are!  

We’d like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves: I’m 
Danielle, and I work as an ICU nurse at Northwestern, and 
have recently graduated with a Master of Science in Nursing as a 
Family Nurse Practitioner.  

On my days off, I’m studying for boards and getting some R&R 
while I work on growing baby #2 (due in December). Adam 
works in advertising for some well-known breakfast food 
brands. He’s a bit of a woodworker in his downtime. Our daugh-
ter, Lake, is three years old  and has just started at 
JCYS, where she enjoys making new friends.  

We all love going for family walks in the neighborhood with our 
dog, Wally, and have fallen in love with the coffee shops and 
breakfast spots in the area.   

Feel free to introduce yourself if you see us out and about – we 
look forward to meeting you!  

 

Know someone amazing in Bowmanville?  

Someone with an interesting hobby or occupation? 
Perhaps there a new neighbor we could interview? 
Please send a suggestion and brief explanation to 

news@bcochicag.org  

http://www.bcochicago.org
mailto:news@bcochicag.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS  

 CFAN-Chicago Purchases 4.2 Acres of Rosehill Cemetery 

Continues on page 5 

By Jeff Graves, BCO Planning Committee Chair 

For at least a decade, the owners of Rosehill Ceme-
tery have been advertising the sale of 11.3 acres of 
the southwest corner of their property, which abuts 
the BCO GreenSpace along Bowmanville Avenue. 
Over those years, several potential buyers have come 
and gone, each looking to purchase some or all of the 
11.3 acres. It has been a challenging sale for Rosehill, 
because there is a 1991 legal covenant limiting the 
types of future uses. Simplified, the covenant bans 
most or all commercial uses, such as shopping cen-
ters, hotels, and factories, while allowing most not-
for-profit uses, such as nursing homes, schools, and 
churches.  

During this past spring and summer, an Uptown 
church, Christian Fellowship for All Nations (CFAN-
Chicago), succeeded in purchasing 4.2 acres of the 
Rosehill parcel, which are just to the west of our 
GreenSpace. Alderman Vasquez’s office set up an in-
troductory meeting between the BCO Executive 

Committee and CFAN-Chicago. The Pastor and sever-
al of their Board members joined in on this Zoom 
conference call. They shared a land survey, showing 
the portion of the Rosehill property they purchased, 
and a very early draft of the architectural site plan 
showing where they intended to build their new 
church. Their purchase includes the decades-vacant 
Rosehill groundskeeper’s brown brick house at 5350 
N Bowmanville Ave. CFAN-Chicago plans to renovate 
that building and use it as their community center.  

On the Land Survey shown below, the CFAN parcel is 
outlined and labeled “4.200 ACRE TRACT.” Within 
that outline is drawn the location of the proposed 
church (yet to be designed) and the vacant 
groundskeeper’s house represented by boxes con-
taining X’s. Also labeled is the BCO GreenSpace, so 
you can see the relationship of their parcel to ours.  

 

http://www.bcochicago.org
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FAN-Chicago Purchase 4.2 Acres of Rosehill Cemetery 

Continued from page 4 

On the Site Plan shown in this article, the proposed 
new church is surrounded by a parking lot with ac-
cess only via Western Avenue at Balmoral Avenue. 
The structure proposed falls within current zoning 
parameters, and CFAN-Chicago does not plan to re-
quest any zoning changes in order to build their 
church.  

During the Zoom meeting, CFAN-Chicago indicated 
that they will still need to raise the funds for building 
the new church. Until it is completed, they will re-
main in their current facility. They also stated that 
they will keep the BCO updated as their plans pro-
gress. Pastor Abraham Adesayo noted “…how excit-
ed we are about coming into Bowmanville Communi-
ty and how we are looking forward to being good 
neighbors and making positive contributions to the 
community. The church is 19 years old, and we've 
been in the Uptown neighborhood for the most part. 

We'll see how we can integrate into Bowmanville as 
time goes by.”  

Please contact planning@BCOchicago.org if you have 
any comments or questions about this development.  

http://www.bcochicago.org
about:blank
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Urban Pooch Champion Corner  
 

  Pet Profile – Piper 

My name is Piper. This 
October, I am celebrating 
my three-year gotcha day 
of living in Bowmanville 
with my family! I arrived 
here from Alabama via 
Felines and Canines (F&C) 
when I was 10 months old. 
I was a scrawny 30 pounds 
and my F&C description 
stated, “Needs groceries.” 
Luckily, my family fed me 
lots, and I am now a 75-80 
pound chunk of love. I live 
with my mom (Alysia), dad, 
(Brian) and human siblings, 
Ailey and Patrick.  

I am a 50% Great Pyrenees and 50% herding/guard dog mutt. 
Because of this mix, you may know me when you walk by my 
house on Farragut with your four-legged friends, because I 
will bark hysterically. This embarrasses my mom to no end, 
but I can’t help the need I feel to protect my house — it’s in 
my DNA! If you get to know me, 
however, I won’t bark so much. 
Because of my past history as a 
stray, I also get frightened of 
some people. But the smaller you 
are, the less likely I will get scared 
— I am great with kids, but not  
with big men at night.  

I love living in Bowmanville and 
have a bunch of doggy friends 
that I see on walks, including Jim-
my, Ava, Bowman and even little 
Foxy. I also have some nemeses, 
the main one being my orange cat 
neighbor, Cous-Cous. We have 

some epic battles through the fence, with mom shooing me 
away like it’s my fault. Ailey cat-sits Cous-Cous and says he is 
the sweetest kitty, but I think he’s just fooling them.  

Being in East Bowmanville, I walk every day on the Gateway 
Garden path. I love it because it attracts bunnies and squir-
rels for me to chase.  

Sometimes on longer 
walks I venture over 
to the Bowmanville 
Garden path and the 
GreenSpace. I also 
have been going    to 
Urban Pooch for day-
care since I first got  
here, and their classes 
have been instrumen-
tal  in teaching me to 
be better behaved. My family  says they will get me a treat 
from Urban  Pooch for my gotcha day.   

In case you think I am all bark, let me tell you that I also pro-
vide a great service to the neighborhood: I am great at break-
ing down and carrying branches back home to keep them off 

the parkway. On my walks, once I find the 
perfect stick, I high-tail it back home as fast 
as mom will let me go. We pile them up 
under the porch and use them for kindling 
for our fireplace. My neighbor kids even 
borrowed some to build a stick teepee.  

I am hopeful that the Winnemac Dog Park 
becomes a reality, because I am okay 
meeting other dogs only when I’m on 
leash, and I can’t run there off leash, as I 
won’t come back to mom. I’m stubborn 
that way. But I do love to run with other 
pups in the dog parks and would love one I 
could walk to. Hope to see you around 
soon!  

NEW Urban Pooch Training & Fitness Center SPORTS ANNEX.  

Located at 5401 Wolcott (and Balmoral). It’s 3,900 sq ft of Pure Fun, in-
cluding an    amazing Premium Grass Turf floor and more classes such 

as Agility, Disc, Nose Work and other sports classes.  

Come check out the new space! 

Unique to Chicago, Urban Pooch Training & Fitness Center is a state-of-
the-art 10,000 sq. ft. facility that offers training, fitness, agility and day-

care . . . with many classes you won’t find anywhere else.  

Our award-winning trainers can solve any behavior issue.   

We are located at 5400 N Damen, corner of Balmoral. 

http://www.bcochicago.org
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THE BCO SUMMER SOCIAL—FUN FOR ALL! 

This summer the BCO held their annual 
summer event at a new location—
Gateway Garden.  

The BCO was excited to bring this neigh-
borhood event back. We had ice cream 
from Pauline’s, beer from Half Acre and 
Spiteful, BBQ from ATX Tacos, and doggie 
ice cream from Urban Pooch.  
 

Many new and long-term residents came 
out with their families to enjoy the sun, 
games, and 2 bands. Early in the day, we 
were lucky enough to see some of the 
planes fly over from the Chicago Air show.  

We are hoping to continue to hold this 
event at the Gateway Garden in 2022! 

http://www.bcochicago.org
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Bowmanville Bee—Winter 2012 
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Public Art 

Bowmanville’s community newsletter, The Bowmanville Bee, is published quarterly with the goal of sharing the 
neighborhood buzz and promoting local business.  We  work closely with BCO members and neighbors to gather 
local stories that help make Bowmanville the unique and proud community. The Bee urges the submission of 
relevant content to news@bcochicago.org.   

The Communications Committee provides many ways for the BCO to connect to the community and for the 
community to make its voice heard through the BCO. These include our website, Facebook, the Bowmanville Bee, 
Instagram and email eBlasts. Contact: comm@bcochicago.org. 

The Events Committee is one of the best ways to meet neighbors throughout the community, and have a lot of 
fun while you’re at it! Each year we continue our Annual Street Sale in June, Bowmanville Garden Walk in July, 
and Summer Social in August. If you can help let us know! We need help to make it happen. We are always 
looking for new twists for annual events and new event ideas. Contact events@bcochicago.org. 

The BCO Gardening Committee continues to enhance and maintain our community garden spaces.  We are 
thankful for our volunteers and still need the help of the whole community as we endeavor to improve our natu-
ral surroundings.  We look to the entire community to join our efforts in implementing a sensible and enduring 
stewardship plan for all of our open spaces.  For more details and to pitch in contact the garden committee at 
gardening@bcochicago.org.  

The BCO acts as a steward for the green space at 5384 N. Bowmanville Avenue and our community gardens along 
Bowmanville and Ravenswood Avenues.  We also continue to look for opportunities to expand and improve on 
green space in our community.  We need your help as we continue to move forward with our goal of ensuring 
Bowmanville is one of the greenest, most livable communities in Chicago.  We are currently working on the ex-
panded Gateway Garden at Ravenswood. Contact greenspace@bcochicago.org  

The Membership Committee focuses on ways to continually engage and support our community and grow our 
membership base. We reach out to new neighbors and new and renewing members. Not a BCO member, go to 
our the BCO website to join. Contact membership@bcochicago.org. Get involved, you won’t regret it!  

The Planning & Development Committee gathers periodically to discuss issues of change, development and im-
provement of our fine community.  P&D interacts with local residents, businesses, and the Alderman’s office to 
influence the evolution of our community.  The P&D committee meets as issues arise.  Contact plan-
ning@bcochicago.org. 

The Public Art committee was formed in 2010 to explore the idea of a mural in the Berwyn pedestrian tunnel at 
Ravenswood.  That idea became reality very quickly!  A restoration of the painted interior took place  Summer 
2016.  Want more public art? Contact publicart@bcochicago.org  to get involved or with new ideas.   

BCO MEMBERSHIP— JOIN TODAY! 

JOIN THE BCO OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!  

    Now you can join or renew ONLINE at www.bcochicago.org! 

                  MEMBERSHIP: $20 ANNUALLY 
                 BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP: $50 ANNUALLY  

 

      Questions?  Email: membership@bcochicago.org  
       

     Membership Makes it Happen!  

CHECK OUT THE BCO WEBSITE!  www.bcochicago.org 

BOWMANVILLE COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION COMMITTEES 
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